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FOLDING CHAIR WITH SLIDING LEG
STRUCTURE

portion in a sliding relationship to the ?rst and second
elongate slots. The loWer portions of the ?rst and second
elongate inner support members are disposed adjacent the

FIELD

underlying surface When the folding chair is con?gured in

This invention relates to a folding chair. More particularly
the invention relates to a folding chair having a leg structure
that slides in relation to the seat structure as the chair is

the use position. The ?rst elongate inner support member has
a ?rst inner pivot point disposed betWeen its upper and loWer
portions, and the second elongate inner support member has
a second inner pivot point disposed betWeen its upper and

folded and unfolded.

loWer portions.
The outer support structure of the folding chair includes
BACKGROUND

opposing ?rst and second elongate outer support members,

Compared to other seating devices, folding chairs offer
the advantages of being compact and lightweight. Generally,
folding chairs are easier to store and transport than are

non-folding chairs. Further, folding chairs may often be
purchased at a loWer cost than non-folding chairs.
Typically, a folding chair consists of a seat, a backrest, and

foldable support structures, including front and rear legs.
When in an open position, the seat supports the Weight of a

20

person While the backrest provides support for the person’s
back, so the person may comfortably lean back While seated.
A problem With many folding chairs is that they some
times inadvertently fold up While a person is sitting in the
chair. For example, When a person seated in a folding chair
attempts to slide the chair forWard, such as toWard a table,
the legs of the chair may experience forces that tend to cause

25

each having an upper portion and a loWer portion. The loWer
portions of the ?rst and second elongate outer support
members are disposed adjacent the underlying surface When
the folding chair is con?gured in the use position. The ?rst
elongate outer support member includes a ?rst upper pivot
point and a ?rst loWer pivot point. The ?rst upper pivot point
is disposed betWeen the upper and loWer portions of the ?rst
elongate outer support member, and is pivotally coupled to
the ?rst seat pivot point so that the seat portion is pivotally
coupled to the ?rst elongate outer support member. The ?rst
loWer pivot point is disposed betWeen the ?rst upper pivot
point and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate outer support
member. The ?rst loWer pivot point is pivotally coupled to
the ?rst inner pivot point, so that the ?rst elongate inner
support member is pivotally coupled to the ?rst elongate
outer support member.

the legs to fold together. Also, in many types of folding

The loWer portion of the second elongate outer support

chairs, if more Weight is placed at the rear of the seat than
is at the front of the seat, the chair has a tendency to fold up.
In either situation, the person seated in the chair may

member includes a second upper pivot point and a second

become unbalanced and possibly fall, or at least may have
to readjust the chair.
In addition to instability problems, many folding chairs do
not fold into a ?at and compact package. In most designs, the

30

elongate outer support member, is pivotally coupled to the
35

front and rear leg structures and seat cannot all collapse

doWn into coplanar positions due to interference betWeen the
leg structures, or betWeen the seat and the leg structures. The
inability of many prior art chairs to fold ?at makes such
chairs dif?cult to stack. Also, When stacked, these chairs take
up more space than Would be used if they folded ?at.
What is needed, therefore, is a folding chair that is stable

loWer pivot point. The second upper pivot point, Which is
disposed betWeen the upper and loWer portions of the second

40

second seat pivot point. In this manner, the seat portion is
pivotally coupled to the second elongate outer support
member. The second loWer pivot point is disposed opposing
the ?rst loWer pivot point and betWeen the second upper
pivot point and the loWer portion of the second elongate
outer support member. The second loWer pivot point is
pivotally coupled to the second inner pivot point, so that the
second elongate inner support member is pivotally coupled

supports a seated person above an underlying surface. The
folding chair includes a seat portion, an inner support

to the second elongate outer support member.
The backrest portion of the folding chair is attached to the
outer support structure adjacent the upper portions of the
?rst and second elongate outer support members.
In preferred embodiments of the folding chair, the seat
portion, the inner support structure, the outer support struc
ture and the backrest are substantially coplanar When the
chair is in the storage position. Based on the coplanarity of
these structures, the stacking thickness of the chair is deter
mined by the thickness of the seat and the projection of the
backrest rearWard from the outer support structure. Accord
ingly, the chair has a very loW pro?le and minimized

structure, an outer support structure and a backrest.

stacking thickness When it is in the storage position.

and secure When unfolded and in use, and that folds into a

?at, compact package for transport and storage.
45

SUMMARY

The above and other needs are met by a folding chair that
is con?gurable into a use position and a storage position.

When con?gured in the use position, the folding chair

The seat portion of the folding chair has a front member,
a rear member, and opposing ?rst and second side members.
The ?rst side and second members of the seat have ?rst and
second elongate slots therein. The seat portion includes

50
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outer support structure includes substantially parallel ?rst
and second elongate outer support members, each having an
upper portion attached to the backrest and a loWer portion
disposed adjacent the underlying surface When the chair is in

opposing ?rst and second seat pivot points disposed toWard
the rear member of the seat portion. The ?rst seat pivot point
is disposed adjacent the ?rst side member and the second
seat pivot point is disposed adjacent the second side mem
ber.
The inner support structure of the folding chair includes

opposing ?rst and second elongate inner support members,
each having upper and loWer portions. The upper portions of
the ?rst and second elongate inner support members are
coupled to the ?rst and second side members of the seat

In one preferred embodiment, the folding chair includes a
backrest, a seat, and inner and outer support structures. The

60

the use position. The seat is pivotally attached to the outer
support structure betWeen the ?rst and second elongate outer

support members. The inner support structure is pivotally
attached to the outer support structure betWeen the ?rst and
65

second elongate outer support members. The inner support
structure includes substantially parallel ?rst and second
elongate inner support members disposed on opposing sides
of the seat, each having upper and loWer portions. The upper
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portions of the ?rst and second elongate inner support

To provide further stability to the outer support structure 16,

members are slidably attached to the seat. The lower por

a cross brace 20 is preferably provided as shoWn in FIGS.
14 and 6.
Attached to the transverse upper member 160 is a backrest

tions are disposed adjacent the underlying surface When the
chair is in the use position. When the chair is in the storage

position, the seat, the backrest, the inner support structure

36. The backrest 36 is preferably formed of fabric or vinyl
over an underlying support panel, but could also be formed
of metal, Wood, or plastic. If made of plastic, the backrest 36
may be formed by any one of a number of plastic molding
processes, such as injection molding or bloW molding.

and the outer support structure are substantially coplanar.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Although the backrest 36 is preferably semicircular in shape,

Further advantages of the invention are apparent by
reference to the detailed description When considered in

it should be appreciated that the backrest 36 may take on any

conjunction With the ?gures, Which are not to scale so as to

shape that is consistent With the con?guration of the support

more clearly shoW the details, Wherein like reference num

members 16a, 16b and 160 to Which it is attached. The
backrest 36 of the preferred embodiment includes a handle
cutout 38 to provide a convenient place to grasp the chair 10

bers indicate like elements throughout the several vieWs, and
Wherein:
FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a preferred embodiment of

for moving or carrying.

20

As shoWn in FIGS. 1A4 and 6, the inner support structure
18 includes ?rst and second inner support members
18a*18b, and a transverse loWer member 180 disposed
betWeen the ?rst and second inner support members
18a*18b. In the preferred embodiment, the ?rst inner sup
port member 1811, the second inner support member 18b and

25

piece of material, Which is preferably metal. The transverse
loWer member 180 is preferably substantially straight Where

a folding chair in a use position;

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment
of the folding chair in a partially folded position;
FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the preferred embodiment
of the folding chair in a storage position;
FIG. 4 is a rear vieW of the preferred embodiment of the

the transverse loWer member 180 are formed from a unitary

folding chair in the storage position;
FIG. 5 is a side vieW of the preferred embodiment of the

folding chair in the storage position; and

it contacts the surface on Which the chair 10 is used. Also,
it should be appreciated that the transverse loWer member
180 and the ?rst and second inner support members 18a*18b

FIG. 6 is a front vieW of the preferred embodiment of the

folding chair in the storage position.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

30

could be formed as separate pieces that are joined together,
such as by Welding, to form the inner support structure 18.
To provide further stability to the inner support structure 18,
cross braces 22ai22b are preferably provided as shoWn in
FIGS. 14 and 6.

FIGS. 1*6 depict a folding chair 10 according to a

preferred embodiment of the invention. The folding chair 10
includes a seat 12 surrounded by a seat frame 14. The seat

The inner support structure 18 is pivotally attached to the

12 and frame 14 are supported in a substantially horizontal
position by an outer support structure 16 and an inner
support structure 18. The seat 12 is preferably formed of
fabric or vinyl over an underlying support panel, but could

outer support structure 16 by pivot pins 32ai32b. Spacers
34ai34b are preferably provided at the pivot points to

also be formed from metal, Wood, or plastic. If made of
plastic, the seat 12 may be formed by any one of a number

40

of plastic molding processes, such as injection molding or

bloW molding.
In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the seat
frame 14 is formed of a unitary piece of metal tubing
comprising side members 14a*14b and a front member 140.
A rear member 14d is preferably Welded to the side members
14a*14b. As shoWn in FIG. 6, the seat frame 14 preferably
includes transverse braces 40 attached betWeen the side
members 14a*14b to support the seat 12 When it is subjected
to the Weight of a person sitting thereon.
The outer support structure 16 preferably includes ?rst
and second outer support members 16a*16b, and a trans
verse upper member 160 disposed betWeen the ?rst and

second outer support members 16a*16b. In the preferred
embodiment, the ?rst outer support member 1611, the second
outer support member 16b and the transverse upper member
160 are formed from a unitary piece of material, Which is
preferably metal. The transverse upper member 160 is
preferably formed into an arcuate, semicircular shape as

structure 16 by angle brackets 24a, 24b and pivot pins 26a,
26b. In the preferred embodiment, the pivot pins 26a, 26b
45
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could be formed as separate pieces that are joined together,
such as by Welding, to form the outer support structure 16.

pass through holes in the outer support members 16a, 16b
and the angle brackets 24a, 24b. The angle brackets 24a, 24b
are preferably formed of metal, and are preferably spot
Welded to the upper surface of the opposing side members
14a*14b of the seat frame 14.
The seat frame 14 has slots 30ai30b formed in the outer

surfaces of the opposing side members 14a*14b. In the
preferred embodiment of the invention, the slots 30a, 30b

55
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shoWn in FIGS. 1A4 and 6. HoWever, it should be appreci
ated that the transverse upper member 160 could have other
shapes, such as a straight, semi-oval or semi-elliptical. It
should also be appreciated that the transverse upper member
160 and the ?rst and second outer support members 16a, 16b

maintain proper spacing betWeen the inner and outer support
structures 16 and 18. Bushings may also be provided at the
pivot points to decrease friction as the inner support struc
ture 18 pivots in relation to the outer support structure 16.
The seat 12 is pivotally attached to the outer support

65

are about 6 inches long and about 0.25 inch Wide. HoWever,
it should be appreciated that the dimensions of the slot may
be different in other embodiments of the invention. As
shoWn in the inset vieWs provided in FIG. 1, the slots
30ai30b receive slide pins 28ai28b that are attached to the
inside of the upper ends of the inner support members
18a*18b. The outer diameter of the slide pins 28ai28b is

slightly less than the Width of the slots 30ai30b, thereby
alloWing the slide pins 28ai28b to freely slide Within the
slots 30ai30b.
In the preferred embodiment, the slots 30ai30b are
formed in the outer surfaces of the side members 14a*14b
of the seat frame 14. In other embodiments of the invention,
the slots 30ai3 0b are formed in the inner surfaces of the side
members 14a*14b, or in the bottom surface of the seat frame

US 7,080,877 B1
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14. In these other embodiments, the slide pins 28ai28b are

person above an underlying surface When con?gured in the

relocated as necessary to slide Within the slots 30ai30b.

use position, the folding chair comprising:

With reference to the ?gures, the chair 10 transitions from
the unfolded position of FIG. 1 to the folded position of
FIGS. 3*6 When a continuous upWard and inWard force is
applied to the bottom surface of the forWard portion of the
seat frame 14. As the chair folds, the seat frame 14 pivots
about an axis de?ned by the pivot pins 26ai26b. As the
forWard portion of the front member 140 of the seat frame
14 moves upWard and inWard, the slide pins 281F281) slide
Within the slots 30ai30b, and the inner support members

a seat portion including:
a front member;
a rear member opposing the front member;
a ?rst side member disposed adjacent a ?rst outer edge

of the seat portion, the ?rst side member having a

?rst elongate slot therein;
a second side member opposing the ?rst side member
and disposed adjacent a second outer edge of the seat
portion, the second side member having a second

181F181) pivot about an axis de?ned by the pivot pins

elongate slot therein;

32ai32b.
When the chair is completely folded as shoWn in FIGS.
3*6 the seat frame 14, the outer support structure 16 and the
inner support structure 18 are all substantially co-aligned. In
this position, the rear surfaces of the inner support members
181F181) are preferably adjacent the bottom surfaces of the
angle brackets 24ai24b and the forWard surfaces of the

inner support members 18a*18b are preferably adjacent the

a ?rst seat pivot point disposed adjacent the ?rst side
member toWard the rear member of the seat portion;
and

a second seat pivot point disposed opposing the ?rst
seat pivot point and adjacent the second side member
20

rear surface of the forWard cross brace 20. In this position,

portion coupled to the ?rst side member in a sliding
relationship to the ?rst elongate slot, a loWer portion

the seat frame 14 is completely nested betWeen the inner
support members 181F181) Which are completely nested
Within the outer support members 16a*16a. Thus, in the

folded position, the seat 12 is substantially coplanar With the

disposed adjacent the underlying surface When the
25

inner support structure 18 and the outer support structure 16,
thereby making the chair 10 as ?at and compact as possible.

As shoWn most clearly in FIG. 5, the stacking thickness of
the chair 10 is then determined by the thickness of the seat
12 and the projection of the backrest 36 rearWard from the

30

outer support structure 16.
In an alternative embodiment, the slots 30ai30b are

surfaces of the inner support members 18a*18b. In this
embodiment, the side members 14a*14b of the seat frame 14
have channels formed in their bottom surfaces for receiving
the inner support members 18114819 When they are collapsed
into the storage position. Apertures are provided in the outer
surfaces of the side members 14a*14b of the seat 14 for

35
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storage position, the folding chair for supporting a seated

folding chair is con?gured in the use position, the
?rst elongate outer support member further compris

ing:
a ?rst upper pivot point disposed betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate
outer support member, the ?rst upper pivot point

50
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fairly, legally, and equitably entitled.
What is claimed is:
1. A folding chair con?gurable into a use position and a

an outer support structure comprising:
a ?rst elongate outer support member having an upper

portion and a loWer portion, the loWer portion dis

principles of the invention and its practical application, and
to thereby enable one of ordinary skill in the art to utiliZe the
invention in various embodiments and With various modi
?cations as is suited to the particular use contemplated. All
such modi?cations and variations are Within the scope of the
invention as determined by the appended claims When
interpreted in accordance With the breadth to Which they are

position, and a second inner pivot point disposed
opposing the ?rst inner pivot point and betWeen the
upper portion and the loWer portion of the second

posed adjacent the underlying surface When the

The foregoing description of preferred embodiments for
or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed.
Obvious modi?cations or variations are possible in light of
the above teachings. The embodiments are chosen and
described in an effort to provide the best illustrations of the

face When the folding chair is con?gured in the use

elongate inner support member;

ingly, the seat frame 14 may be Wider and the angle brackets
24ai24b may be eliminated.
this invention have been presented for purposes of illustra
tion and description. They are not intended to be exhaustive

?rst inner pivot point disposed betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate
inner support member; and
a second elongate inner support member opposing the
?rst elongate inner support member, the second
elongate inner support member having an upper

loWer portion disposed adjacent the underlying sur

receiving the pivot pins 26ai26b. In this embodiment, the
inner support members 18a*18b are received Within the
channels in the bottom of the side members 14a*14b of the
seat frame 14 rather than betWeen the side members
14a*14b and the outer support members 16a*16b. Accord

folding chair is con?gured in the use position, and a

portion coupled to the second side member in a
sliding relationship to the second elongate slot a

disposed in the inner Walls of the side members 14a*14b of
the tubular seat frame 14, and the slide pins 28ai28b that
slide Within the slots 30ai30b are disposed on the inner

toWard the rear member of the seat portion;
an inner support structure comprising:
a ?rst elongate inner support member having an upper

pivotally coupled to the ?rst seat pivot point,
Whereby the seat portion is pivotally coupled to
the ?rst elongate outer support member; and
a ?rst loWer pivot point disposed betWeen the ?rst
upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the ?rst
elongate outer support member, the ?rst loWer
pivot point pivotally coupled to the ?rst inner
pivot point, Whereby the ?rst elongate inner sup
port member is pivotally coupled to the ?rst
elongate outer support member; and
a second elongate outer support member opposing the
?rst elongate outer support member, the second
elongate outer support member having an upper
portion and a loWer portion, the loWer portion dis

posed adjacent the underlying surface When the
65

folding chair is con?gured in the use position, the
second elongate outer support member further com

prising:

US 7,080,877 B1
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the ?rst elongate outer support member being pivotally

a second upper pivot point disposed opposing the
?rst upper pivot point and betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the second elon
gate outer support member, the second upper pivot
point pivotally coupled to the second seat pivot
point, Whereby the seat portion is pivotally
coupled to the second elongate outer support
member; and
a second loWer pivot point disposed opposing the
?rst loWer pivot point and betWeen the second
upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the
second elongate outer support member, the second
loWer pivot point pivotally coupled to the second

connected to the ?rst pivot bracket; and

the second elongate outer support member being pivotally
connected to the second pivot bracket,
Wherein the upper portion of the ?rst elongate inner
support member is disposed against the ?rst pivot
bracket When the chair is in the storage position, and
the upper portion of the second elongate inner support
member is disposed against the second pivot bracket
When the chair is in the storage position.
10. The folding chair of claim 1 Wherein
the ?rst elongate inner support member further comprises
a ?rst slide pin extending from the upper portion
thereof, the ?rst slide pin disposed Within the ?rst
elongate slot for sliding therein as the chair is con?g

inner pivot point, Whereby the second elongate
inner support member is pivotally coupled to the
second elongate outer support member; and

ured from the use position to the storage position, and
the second elongate inner support member further com
prises a second slide pin extending from the upper

a backrest portion attached to the outer support structure

adjacent the upper portions of the ?rst and second

elongate outer support members,
Where in the storage position,

portion thereof, the second slide pin disposed Within
20

the front and rear members and ?rst and second side

members of the seat portion are substantially copla

position.

nar With the ?rst and second elongate outer support
members of the outer support structure,

the ?rst and second elongate inner support members of
the inner support structure are substantially coplanar
With the ?rst and second elongate outer support
members of the outer support structure, and
the seat portion is coplanar With the backrest portion
such that the seat portion does not overlap the

25

in an outside surface of the second side member of the seat

12. The folding chair of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst elongate
slot is disposed in an inside surface of the ?rst side member
30

2. The folding chair of claim 1 Wherein

portion.
13. A folding chair con?gurable into a use position and a
storage position, and for supporting a seated person above an

upper member attached to the upper portion of the ?rst
35

a backrest;

an outer support structure comprising substantially par
40

surface When the chair is in the use position;
a seat pivotally attached to the outer support structure
45

9. The folding chair of claim 1 further comprising:
a ?rst pivot bracket attached to the ?rst side member of

the seat portion;
a second pivot bracket attached to the second side mem

ber of the seat portion;

betWeen the ?rst and second elongate outer support

members; and
an inner support structure pivotally attached to the outer

support structure betWeen the ?rst and second elongate
outer support members, the inner support structure

structure further comprises a transverse loWer member

loWer member rests on the underlying surface When the
chair is in the use position.

allel ?rst and second elongate outer support members,
each having an upper portion attached to the backrest

and a loWer portion disposed adjacent the underlying

member.
4. The folding chair of claim 3 Wherein the transverse

attached to the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate inner
support member and the loWer portion of the second elon
gate inner support member.
6. The folding chair of claim 5 Wherein the transverse
loWer member is integrally formed With the ?rst elongate
inner support member and the second elongate inner support
member.
7. The folding chair of claim 5 Wherein the transverse
loWer member, the ?rst elongate inner support member and
the second elongate inner support member comprise a
continuous piece of metal.
8. The folding chair of claim 5 Wherein the transverse

underlying surface When con?gured in the use position, the

folding chair comprising:

the backrest portion is attached to the transverse upper
member.
3. The folding chair of claim 2 Wherein the transverse

upper member, the ?rst elongate outer support member and
the second elongate outer support member comprise a
continuous piece of metal.
5. The folding chair of claim 1 Wherein the inner support

of the seat portion, and the second elongate slot is disposed
in an inside surface of the second side member of the seat

the outer support structure further comprises a transverse

upper member is integrally formed With the ?rst elongate
outer support member and the second elongate outer support

11. The folding chair of claim 1 Wherein the ?rst elongate
slot is disposed in an outside surface of the ?rst side member
of the seat portion, and the second elongate slot is disposed

portion.

backrest portion.

elongate outer support member and the upper portion of
the second elongate outer support member; and

the second elongate slot for sliding therein as the chair
is con?gured from the use position to the storage

50

comprising substantially parallel ?rst and second elon
gate inner support members disposed on opposing sides
of the seat, each having an upper portion slidably
attached to the seat and a loWer portion disposed

adjacent the underlying surface When the chair is in the
55

use position,

Wherein the seat, the backrest, the inner support structure
and the outer support structure are coplanar When the

60

chair is in the storage position such that the seat does
not overlap the backrest.
14. The folding chair of claim 13 having a maximum
thickness that is substantially no greater than the thickness
of the seat When the chair is in the storage position.
15. The folding chair of claim 13 Wherein
the seat includes ?rst and second elongate slots disposed

adjacent the opposing sides of the seat,
the ?rst elongate inner support member includes a ?rst

slide pin engaging the ?rst elongate slot, and

US 7,080,877 B1
9

10

the second elongate inner support member includes a

point With a ?rst space betWeen the ?rst seat pivot

second slide pin engaging the second elongate slot,

point and the ?rst side member; and
second pivot bracket attached to the second side
member of the seat portion and extending outWard
there from, the second pivot bracket providing a
second seat pivot point With a second space betWeen
the second seat pivot point and the second side

whereby the ?rst and second slide pins may freely slide
Within the ?rst and second elongate slots as the chair is

con?gured from the use position to the storage position.
16. The folding chair of claim 15 Wherein the ?rst
elongate slot is disposed in a ?rst outside surface of the seat,
and the second elongate slot is disposed in a second outside
surface of the seat opposite the ?rst outside surface.
17. The folding chair of claim 13 Wherein

member;
an inner support structure comprising:
a ?rst elongate inner support member having an upper

portion coupled to the ?rst side member in a sliding
relationship to the ?rst elongate slot, a loWer portion

the seat includes ?rst seat pivot point disposed adjacent
one side of the seat and a second seat pivot point

disposed adjacent the underlying surface When the

disposed adjacent the opposing side of the seat,

folding chair is con?gured in the use position, and a

the ?rst elongate inner support member includes a ?rst

?rst inner pivot point disposed betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate
inner support member, Wherein the upper portion of
the ?rst elongate inner support member is disposed

inner pivot point disposed betWeen the upper portion
and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate inner support

member,
the second elongate inner support member includes a

second inner pivot point disposed betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the second elongate
inner support member,
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the ?rst elongate outer support member includes:
a ?rst upper pivot point disposed betWeen the upper

portion and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate
outer support member, the ?rst upper pivot point
pivotally coupled to the ?rst seat pivot point,
Whereby the seat is pivotally coupled to the ?rst
elongate outer support member; and
a ?rst loWer pivot point disposed betWeen the ?rst
upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the ?rst
elongate outer support member, the ?rst loWer pivot
point pivotally coupled to the ?rst inner pivot point,
Whereby the ?rst elongate inner support member is
pivotally coupled to the ?rst elongate outer support
member; and

?rst elongate inner support member, the second
elongate inner support member having an upper
portion coupled to the second side member in a
sliding relationship to the second elongate slot, a

loWer portion disposed adjacent the underlying sur
face When the folding chair is con?gured in the use
30
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the second elongate outer support member includes:
a second upper pivot point disposed betWeen the upper

portion and the loWer portion of the second elongate
outer support member, the second upper pivot point
pivotally coupled to the second seat pivot point,
Whereby the seat is pivotally coupled to the second
elongate outer support member; and

mg:
45
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use position, the folding chair comprising:
55

a front member;
a rear member opposing the front member;
a ?rst side member disposed adjacent a ?rst outer edge
of the seat portion, the ?rst side member having a
60

a second side member opposing the ?rst side member
and disposed adjacent a second outer edge of the seat
portion, the second side member having a second

pivot point pivotally coupled to the ?rst inner
pivot point, Whereby the ?rst elongate inner sup
port member is pivotally coupled to the ?rst
elongate outer support member; and
a second elongate outer support member opposing the
?rst elongate outer support member, the second
elongate outer support member having an upper
portion and a loWer portion, the loWer portion dis

posed adjacent the underlying surface When the
folding chair is con?gured in the use position, the

elongate slot therein:
the seat portion and extending outWard there from,
the ?rst pivot bracket providing a ?rst seat pivot

port member; and
a ?rst loWer pivot point disposed betWeen the ?rst
upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the ?rst
elongate outer support member, the ?rst loWer

storage position, the folding chair for supporting a seated

a ?rst pivot bracket attached to the ?rst side member of

a ?rst upper pivot point disposed betWeen the upper
portion and the loWer portion of the ?rst elongate
outer support member, the ?rst upper pivot point
pivotally coupled to the ?rst seat pivot point of the

?rst pivot bracket, Whereby the seat portion is
pivotally coupled to the ?rst elongate outer sup

person above an underlying surface When con?gured in the

?rst elongate slot therein;

posed adjacent the underlying surface When the
folding chair is con?gured in the use position, the
?rst elongate outer support member further compris

18. A folding chair con?gurable into a use position and a

a seat portion including:

is disposed in the second space betWeen the second
seat pivot point and the second side member of the
seat portion When the chair is in the storage position;

portion and a loWer portion, the loWer portion dis
40

inner pivot point, Whereby the second elongate inner
support member is pivotally coupled to the second
elongate outer support member.

position, and a second inner pivot point disposed
opposing the ?rst inner pivot point and betWeen the
upper portion and the loWer portion of the second
elongate inner support member, Wherein the upper
portion of the second elongate inner support member

an outer support structure comprising:
a ?rst elongate outer support member having an upper

a second loWer pivot point disposed betWeen the sec

ond upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the
second elongate outer support member, the second
loWer pivot point pivotally coupled to the second

in the ?rst space betWeen the ?rst seat pivot point and
the ?rst side member of the seat portion When the
chair is in the storage position; and
a second elongate inner support member opposing the

second elongate outer support member further com
65

prising:
a second upper pivot point disposed opposing the
?rst upper pivot point and betWeen the upper
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portion and the lower portion of the second elon
gate outer support member, the second upper pivot
point pivotally coupled to the second seat pivot
point of the second pivot bracket, Whereby the seat
portion is pivotally coupled to the second elongate 5
outer support member; and
a second loWer pivot point disposed opposing the
?rst loWer pivot point and betWeen the second
upper pivot point and the loWer portion of the
second elongate outer support member, the second

12
loWer pivot point pivotally coupled to the second
inner pivot point, Whereby the second elongate
inner support member is pivotally coupled to the
second elongate outer support member; and
a backrest portion attached to the outer support structure

adjacent the upper portions of the ?rst and second
elongate outer support members.
*
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*
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